Carcinoma of deep male urethra.
Carcinoma of the deep male urethra is a rare disease. Conservative measures yielding dismal outcomes were standard until 1957, with the report of an 80 per cent five-year survival rate after radical surgery. To assess the value of this surgery, we reviewed all cases of carcinoma of the deep male urethra managed at UCLA Medical Center and its affiliated hospitals between 1952 and 1980. Of the patients managed with radical surgery, 1 died of a myocardial infarction between staged surgical procedures, and 5 died of their disease between twelve and fifty-two months postoperatively (mean survival, 26 months). There were 2 long-term disease-free survivors, yielding a survival rate of 25 per cent. We have also compiled the results of all major series dealing with deep urethral carcinoma published subsequent to the 1957 report. This review of the literature supports the concept that radical extirpative surgery is mandatory in the management of carcinoma of the deep male urethra.